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IN HONOR OF THE OHIO 

ENVIRONMENTAL COUNCIL 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH
OF OHIO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 4, 1999

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor of the Ohio Environmental Council on 
their 30th Anniversary. I am honored to join 
them in their anniversary celebration being 
held on December 4, 1999. 

The Ohio Environmental Council is a non-
profit advocacy organization committed to 
solving the ecological problems in the state of 
Ohio. They have dedicated the last 30 years 
to advocating for clean air, safe water and 
conservation of our natural resources in Ohio. 
They have truly carried out their mission ‘‘to 
inform, unite and empower all Ohio citizens to 
protect the environment and conserve natural 
resources.’’

The OEC has made tremendous efforts to 
be a leader in some recent environmental 
issues. The organization is helping the effort 
to correct a terrible situation of a public school 
that was built upon a toxic-laced former Army 
dump. Several graduates have leukemia and 
others have been diagnosed with other forms 
of cancer. The state health department ac-
knowledged that the number of graduates with 
leukemia was statistically significant. The Ohio 
Environmental Council most recently has led 
the effort to save the Wayne National Forest 
and the plethora of benefits it offers. 

The OEC has spent the last 30 years in-
forming communities about environmental 
threats and uniting them around opportunities 
to help protect Ohio’s natural environment. 
They have made tremendous improvements to 
better the air we breathe and water we drink. 

My fellow colleagues, please join me in hon-
oring the Ohio Environmental Council for their 
tremendous efforts to improve the environment 
for the state of Ohio.
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. FRANK MASCARA
OF PENNSYLVANIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 4, 1999

Mr. MASCARA. Mr. Speaker, from October 
25 to October 29, 1999 I was unavoidably ab-
sent and missed rollcall votes numbered 533–
549. For the record I would have voted ‘‘aye’’ 
on the following rollcall votes numbers 533 
and 545, Journal votes; number 534, H.R. 
754, the Made in America Information Act; 
number 535, H.R. 2303, the History of the 
House Awareness and Preservation Act to 
which I am a cosponsor; number 536, H. Con. 
Res. 194, on Recognizing the contributions of 
4–H Clubs and their members to voluntary 
community service; number 537, H. Con. Res. 
190, urging the United States to seek a global 
consensus supporting a moratorium on tariffs; 
number 538, H. Con. Res. 208, expressing the 
sense of the Congress against tax increases 
in order to fund additional government spend-
ing; number 539, H. Con. Res. 102, cele-
brating the 50th anniversary of the Geneva 

Conventions; number 540, H. Con. Res. 188, 
commending Greece and Turkey for their re-
sponse to the recent earthquakes in those 
countries; number 541, H.R. 1175, to locate 
and secure the return of Zachary Baumel; 
number 544, H.R. 2260, the Pain Relief Pro-
motion Act, to which I am a cosponsor; and 
number 546, H.J. Res. 73, the Continuing 
Resolution; 

For the record, I would have voted ‘‘no’’ on 
the following rollcall votes: number 542, the 
Scott Amendment to H.R. 2260; number 543, 
the Johnson of Connecticut Amendment to 
H.R. 2260; number 547, H. Res. 345, waiving 
points of order against the D.C. Appropriations 
Conference Report; number 548, the motion to 
recommit the D.C. Appropriations Act, 2000; 
and number 549, on agreeing to the Con-
ference Report for the D.C. Appropriations 
Act, 2000.
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HOLOCAUST REMEMBRANCE CERE-
MONY AT CRESSKILL JUNIOR-
SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL 

HON. MARGE ROUKEMA
OF NEW JERSEY

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 4, 1999

Mrs. ROUKEMA. Mr. Speaker, I rise to call 
attention to a Holocaust remembrance cere-
mony that will take place tomorrow at Cresskill 
Junior-Senior High School in Cresskill, NJ, 
and to commend those involved in organizing 
this event. 

Definitively, the Holocaust was one of the 
darkest chapters in the history of our world. 
However, words cannot begin to express the 
horror and inhumanity of this unforgivable 
crime against humanity. It is vitally important 
that we remember the Holocaust, no matter 
how painful and horrifying those memories 
may be. Remembering the Holocaust is the 
best way to ensure that it never happens 
again. To quote George Santayana, ‘‘Those 
who cannot remember the past are con-
demned to repeat it.’’

At Cresskill Junior-Senior High School to-
morrow, students and faculty will gather to re-
member the Holocaust, passing on the memo-
ries to a new generation who will, in turn, pass 
them on to their children and grandchildren. 
This will not be a mere academic exercise or 
a lesson in distant history, however. Approxi-
mately 20 survivors of the Nazi Holocaust—
along with survivors of some more recent 
genocides around the world—will be on hand 
to tell their stories firsthand. 

Tomorrow’s event was organized at the urg-
ing of Lara Pomerantz, a 15-year-old sopho-
more at Cresskill. Lara is an outstanding 
young woman who led the efforts that resulted 
in Governor Whitman declaring the first week 
of November as Holocaust Education Week in 
New Jersey. She then worked with former 
principal Henry McNally and current principal 
Wayne Merckling to organize the school 
event. 

Why does a 15-year-old from New Jersey 
have such a strong interest in events that oc-
curred half a world away 40 years before she 
was born? Lara has a close personal link to 
the Holocaust and good reason to remember. 

As Jews in Nazi-occupied Poland, her mater-
nal grandparents—Abraham and Regina 
Tauber—narrowly escaped the Holocaust. 
After spending the war years on the run, in 
hiding and as members of the Resistance, 
they returned to their hometown of Chodel, 
Poland, to find only 11 Jewish members of 
that entire community alive—11 individuals out 
of 950. 

Mr. and Mrs. Tauber will be at Cresskill Jun-
ior-Senior High tomorrow to support their 
granddaughter and tell their story to her class-
mates. In a letter to me, Lara said, ‘‘My life is 
a living testament to their will to survive.’’ No 
words could be more inspiring to each genera-
tion—present and future. 

By telling their stories to this gathering of 
teenagers, the Taubers and other Holocaust 
survivors will keep the memory alive for an-
other generation—not just as words on a text-
book page but as the story of someone these 
young people have actually met. Their efforts 
will show another generation that the victims 
of the Holocaust were not just abstract num-
bers or strangers—they are members of our 
families, the parents and grandparents of our 
friends. 

We all know the famous words of Martin 
Niemoeller, the Lutheran minister who resisted 
Hitler. ‘‘I didn’t speak up because I wasn’t a 
Communist . . . I wasn’t a Jew . . . I wasn’t 
a trade unionist.’’ If the world does not remem-
ber the Holocaust, there could come a time for 
each of us when we would be faced with Rev-
erend Niemoeller’s final line: ‘‘Then they came 
for me and no one was left to speak up for 
me.’’ 

I ask my colleagues in the House of Rep-
resentatives to join me in congratulating the 
students and faculty of Cresskill Junior-Senior 
High School—and the Holocaust survivors 
who are joining them—on this effort to see 
that history does not repeat itself.
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CONGRATULATING DAVID 
SPAINHOUR

HON. LOIS CAPPS
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 4, 1999

Mrs. CAPPS. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to 
bring to the attention of my colleagues the out-
standing work of David W. Spainhour. On 
Sunday, November 7, David will receive the 
Distinguished Community Service Award from 
the Anti-Defamation League and the Santa 
Barbara B’nai Brith Lodge. 

As someone who has worked closely with 
the ADL in its efforts to promote tolerance and 
combat hatred and prejudice, I am pleased 
that this prominent organization has chosen to 
honor David. They could not have made a 
wiser selection. 

David is one of Santa Barbara’s preeminent 
business leaders. He serves as President of 
Capital Bancorp and Chairman of the Board of 
Santa Barbara Bank & Trust. Throughout his 
thirty-three year career at the Bank, David has 
dedicated himself to improving all facets of life 
in our community. 

David has worked tirelessly in the areas of 
education, business development, health care, 
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and assisting the neediest in our society. 
Among other positions, he serves on the 
boards of Westmont College, Santa Barbara 
Industry Education Council, and the United 
Way of Santa Barbara County. David and his 
wife Carolyn are shining examples of individ-
uals who believe passionately in serving the 
common good. I am proud of their accomplish-
ments and I am pleased to announce David’s 
award on the floor of the House.
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CONGRATULATING MINISTER AR-
THUR E. CASSELL, OF SIKESTON, 
MO, ON HIS RECOGNITION BY 
THE ‘‘DAUGHTERS OF SUNSET’’

HON. JO ANN EMERSON
OF MISSOURI

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 4, 1999

Mrs. EMERSON. Mr. Speaker, on Saturday, 
November 13, 1999, Minister Arthur E. Cassell 
is being honored by the Sikeston, MO 
‘‘Daughters of Sunset’’ at their 15th Annual 
Recognition Program. I would like to extend 
my congratulations to Minister Cassell who is 
being recognized on this day for his commu-
nity involvement. 

Minister Cassell is an associate minister at 
the Opportunity Church of God and Christ in 
Charleston, MO, and has been employed as a 
letter carrier at the Sikeston, Missouri Post Of-
fice since December 1981. He is married to 
Lucille (Richardson) Cassell who is president 
of their diaper company. The Cassells are the 
parents of four sons. 

Minister Cassell is a former marine who has 
been an active worker in the Southeast Mis-
souri area since his discharge. He is the presi-
dent of the Charleston Branch of the NAACP, 
chairman of the Weed & Seed Steering Com-
mittee in Charleston; has served as an execu-
tive board member of Southeast Missouri 
Legal Services since 1989, and served on the 
Community Outreach Center board in 
Sikeston, MO. 

Minister Cassell also has cosponsored job 
preparedness classes, youth services, and ac-
tivities. In his own words, ‘‘Through helping 
others and trying to meet people’s needs, I 
have found that even more needs to be 
done.’’ Minister Cassell’s philosophy is, ‘‘If 
you’re going to do it, go all out.’’

Congratulations, Minister Cassell, on your 
recognition by the ‘‘Daughters of Sunset.’’ By 
‘‘going all out’’ for your family, church and 
community, you have touched the lives of so 
many others, and have helped them discover 
the possibility of brighter futures.
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IN HONOR OF JOHNNIE JOHNSON 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH
OF OHIO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 4, 1999

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the beloved rock and roller, Johnnie 
Johnson, for his monumental contributions he 
has made to American music over the past 
half-century. The rock and roll community will 

recognize him for his accomplishments by 
naming December 1, 1999 ‘‘Johnnie Johnson 
Day’’ at the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame in 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

It all began on New Year’s Eve 1952. The 
saxophonist for the Johnnie Johnson Trio fell 
ill and could not perform. Johnnie knew of a 
local guitar player named Chuck Berry, who 
agreed to sit in for the occasion. The evening 
was a smashing success and Berry instantly 
became a member of the Johnnie Johnson 
Trio. As their popularity grew, it was evident 
that Berry had a flare for entertaining audi-
ences. Because of Berry’s business insight, 
Johnnie agreed to make him the headliner. 
They decided that Berry would write the lyrics, 
and then he and Johnnie would put the music 
behind them. They eventually went on to 
record their first album, Maybellene, in 1955 
and later great hits including Roll Over Bee-
thoven, Rock and Roll Music, and Back in the 
USA. 

Although not fully credited in the past, 
Johnnie Johnson has become widely recog-
nized as the best blues pianist in the world 
and holder of the trademarks ‘‘Father of Rock 
& Roll’’ and ‘‘Father of Rock & Roll Piano.’’ 
Recently, Johnnie Johnson has won several 
‘‘Best Pianist’’ awards as well as receiving the 
Lifetime Achievement Award from the River-
front Times Music Magazine and the city of St. 
Louis in 1996. In a recent book about the man 
of music, author Travis Fitzpatrick tells the 
story of the music and the man that shaped 
the rock and roll world. Father of Rock & Roll: 
The Story Of Johnnie ‘‘B. Goode’’ Johnson se-
cures the unsung hero his rightful place in his-
tory. Johnnie Johnson is finally on the way to 
receiving the credit he so rightfully deserves. 

My fellow colleagues, please join me in hon-
oring this great musician, Johnnie ‘‘B. Goode’’ 
Johnson, for his unselfish dedication to music. 
‘‘Johnnie Johnson Day’’ is only a small rec-
ognition that we could give the man who’s 
music moved us time and again.
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TRIBUTE TO THE MIAMI-DADE 
FIRE AND RESCUE TEAM 

HON. E. CLAY SHAW, JR.
OF FLORIDA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 4, 1999

Mr. SHAW. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor and pay tribute to the Miami-Dade 
County Fire and Rescue team for their efforts 
and contributions in international disaster re-
sponses. 

The team was created in 1985 to respond 
with search and rescue efforts following the 
earthquake that rocked Mexico City. Since 
then, the team has been called upon for dis-
aster assistance throughout the world includ-
ing Armenia, the Philippines, and El Salvador. 
They have also responded to emergencies 
closer to home including the bombing of the 
Federal building in Oklahoma City, Hurricane 
George, and Hurricane Mitch. Most recently 
the Miami-Dade County Fire and Rescue 
Team has assisted in earthquake disaster re-
lief in Turkey and in Taipei, Taiwan. 

The Miami-Dade County Fire and Rescue 
Team has specialized equipment and K–9 

units trained to find people trapped in col-
lapsed buildings. Their technical response 
team members are experts in vehicle extri-
cation, confined space rescue, and rope res-
cue. Additionally, their department maintains a 
mass casualty bus and mobile command vehi-
cle for large scale incident response. 

The contributions of the Miami-Dade Fire 
and Rescue Team to the humanitarian relief 
community are invaluable. I know the House 
will join me in paying tribute to this out-
standing team of people and wish them con-
tinued success in their endeavors.
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NATIONAL SECURITY SEALIFT 
ENHANCEMENT ACT OF 1999

HON. JIM McCRERY
OF LOUISIANA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 4, 1999
Mr. MCCRERY. Mr. Speaker, today my 

friend from Louisiana, Mr. JEFFERSON and I 
are introducing comprehensive legislation to 
address provisions of the tax code that have 
led to the decline of our domestic maritime in-
dustry. 

The last fifty years have seen a steady ero-
sion of the size and capacity of the U.S.-flag 
merchant marine. In 1947, more than 2,300 
ships flew the Stars and Stripes. That figure 
has shrunk by nearly 90% since then. Amaz-
ingly, there are now seventeen countries with 
larger merchant marine fleets. For those who 
have followed the decline of the U.S.-flag, it 
will come as no surprise that we have been 
eclipsed by such nations as Panama, Liberia, 
Cyprus, and Saint Vincent. 

These nations do not have enormous mer-
chant marines because of their exports or im-
ports. I am convinced that favorable tax treat-
ment in those countries is directly responsible 
for the decline of our own merchant marine 
and the growth we have seen elsewhere in 
the world. 

This is a critical matter of both national se-
curity and economic growth. Unless we as a 
country respond quickly and effectively to this 
situation our United States-flag merchant ma-
rine—the nation’s fourth arm of defense—will 
in all likelihood be unable to fulfill its historic 
mission of responding in times of war or other 
international emergencies. 

As I remarked earlier this year, as recently 
as the Persian Gulf War and the conflict in 
Bosnia, United States-flag commercial vessels 
and United States citizen crews respond 
quickly, effectively, and efficiently to our na-
tion’s call, providing the sealift sustainment ca-
pability necessary to support America’s armed 
forces and to help protect America’s interests 
overseas. In 1992, General Colin Powell, then-
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, told the 
graduating class of the United States Mer-
chant Marine Academy at Kings Point that: 

‘‘Since I became Chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, I have come to appreciate first-
hand why our merchant marine has long been 
called the nation’s fourth arm of defense . . . 
The war in the Persian Gulf is over but the 
mechant marine’s contribution to our nation 
continues. In war, merchant seamen have 
long served with valor and distinction by car-
rying critical supplies and equipment to our 
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